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APMCreforms, key for secondgreenrevolution
ByPavanKumarH

History repeats during the har-
vesting of Rabi and Kharif crops
in India. Farmers' suicides and

violent protests by the farming community
against the steep fall of prices in harvesting
season has become some sort of a trend
since many years.

The farmers, who dare to face the ad-
versity posed by the unpredictable mon-
soon and still grow their crops, are crushed
at the mandis by the commission agents,
who have been treating the Agriculture
Produce Marketing Committees as their
fiefdoms.

Never before has there been demand,
stronger than now, for the second green
revolution in India. It is unfortunate that
the first green revolution that was based
on the introduction of hybrid seeds is not
a solution for the second green revolution.
The health of soil has deteriorated so
much that even the use of the most so-
phisticated 'magical' seeds will not give
surplus yield on consistently.

While returning to organic farming is
said to be one of the methods to review

the crop production, along with the usage
of technology, including introduction of
BT(Bacillus Thuringiensis) crops and GM
(Genetically Modified) crops. Those
processes and testing time would take
long duration to address the burning
problem of the agriculture sector.

Experts, including the Union Agricul-
ture Minister Radha Mohan Singh while
addressing the national-level conference
on 'Unified Agriculture Markets- Karnata-
ka Model' in Hubballi recently, point out
that the revolution needs to come from
the marketing sector.

They believe that unless farmers are
given a fair and transparent platform to
sell their produce without coming under
anyone's mercy and fear, the agriculture
sector cannot be made profitable. And
unless agriculture, which employs nearly
66 per cent of the rural population (ac-
cording to a UN report), is made prof-
itable, it is difficult for the government to
arrest the attrition and suicide rate of our
farmers.

However, there is a tiny ray of hope
emerging from Karnataka. The state gov-
ernment, by amending its Karnataka

Agriculture Produce Marketing (Regula-
tion and Development) Act in 2013, is try-
ing to bring in transparency in the APMCs
by reducing the interference of middle-
men. As per the handbook issued by the
Karnataka government relating to the
Unified Market Platform (UMP), the
Rashtriya e-Market service Private Lim-
ited (ReMS) was established to imple-
ment the Agriculture Marketing Policy
and to bring in efficiency and transparen-
cy in the agriculture sector. The system

would be used to find an efficient price
discovery for the benefit of the farmers
and other market players.

The UMP is a market platform that
takes care of the farmers produce from
the gate level entry till the goods are de-
livered to the traders with 'anytime-any-
where e-permit'. The process involves less
middlemen and more technology.

For example, a farmer from Ballari has
brought 30 tonnes of onion to the APMC
yard. While at the local market the cost
of that produce may be less but in North
India the demand of onion might be high-
er. Now the farmer, unlike in the past, has
the opportunity to sell his produce to the
traders of North India at a price which he
feels is profitable.

The UPM also provides the farmer ad-
ditional services like assaying and ware-
house facility at the APMC yards. The
farmer can even hold back his produce
till he finds it safe to sell. A private third
party company tests these crops and
grade them for the benefit of the traders,
who after going through all the testing
results and lot samples, can make his bid-
ding for the produce on an online plat-

form in a free and fair manner.
Talking to media persons at the event

in Hubballi, Manoj Rajan, Additional Sec-
retary, Co-operation Department of Kar-
nataka Government and a brain behind
the project, said "It is a fair platform for
all the market players. Even the smallest
and marginal farmer gets a chance to sell
his produce at the national-level, where
as the trader gets to buy the produce di-
rectly from the farmer at a better price,"
he says.

Results showing
At present, Karnataka has implemented
this project at 55 of the 157 APMC yards
and aims at implementing the project in
all the whole sale markets. Rajan says that
results are already showing in places
where the project is implemented. At the
Tiptur APMC in Tumukur district, which
is known for copra, the project was im-
plemented in February, 2014.

And, for the first in the history of that
market, copra was sold between Rs
13,000 to Rs 18,000 per tonne. Earlier,
copra was sold at a maximum price of Rs
8,000. Similar trends were also seen at

the mandis, which have implemented the
process in the state. The UMP has also
addressed the issue of payment, where
the farmer gets his due amount within a
stipulated time directly to his bank ac-
count through the Direct Benefit Transfer
after deducting the market service
charges and 2 per cent of the commission
agent’s charge, if any.

"It is a completely transparent trans-
action from the entry point at the APMC
yard till it reaches the trader. There is
hardly any scope for tampering and cheat-
ing. At every level, the system sends an
SMS alert to the person concerned," says
Rajan.

At the conference, agriculture minis-
ters of 11 states and secretary-level officials
of 23 states and Union territories had par-
ticipated to understand and implement
the same. Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Delhi, Haryana and few others
have already shown interest in imple-
menting the project.Radha Mohan Singh
also disclosed that the Union government
wants to make 'One India one market plat-
form' a reality for the farmers. One hopes
it becomes a reality.

By TomMashberg andMaxBearak

The 30 or so guests enjoying spring rolls
and white wine were gathered in a small
third-floor gallery at the Metropolitan

Museum of Art to celebrate Subhash Kapoor,
a convivial Manhattan art dealer who had do-
nated 58 miniature drawings of Indian aristo-
crats, deities and beasts.

On this spring evening in 2009, Kapoor, 60,
owner of Art of the Past on Madison Avenue,
stood atop the Indian art world. After his 35
years in business, museums and collectors
were paying seven figures for his Hindu, Bud-
dhist and South Asian antiquities. A 900-year-
old dancing Shiva went to the National Gallery
of Australia, a 1,000-year-old bronze Ganesha
to the Toledo Museum of Art in Ohio.

What no one in the room knew was that
Kapoor was under investigation on two conti-
nents, suspected of running a $100 million art
smuggling operation. Two years earlier, Indian
officials had tipped US authorities that a com-
pany in West Nyack, New York, Nimbus Im-
port Export, was about to receive seven crates
from overseas labelled “marble garden table
sets.” Today, US and Indian investigators say
they have compiled an enormous dossier
against Kapoor: emails and databases seized
under search warrants; bank-transfer records
and shipping forms; the testimony of former
associates, including his office manager, who
were arrested and have agreed to cooperate.

Much of the material has been the product
of an investigation called Operation Hidden
Idol. The US authorities say they have con-
cluded that the modest and esteemed Kapoor
was, in volume and value, the most ambitious
antiquities smuggler in US history. Kapoor
has adamantly denied doing anything illegal.

Their best evidence, they say, is an almost
unimaginable 2,622 items, worth $107.6 mil-
lion, confiscated mostly from storerooms in
Manhattan and Queens, and virtually all of it
contraband from India.

Since 2011, when Indian officials had him
arrested on charges of theft and smuggling,
Kapoor has been awaiting trial in a jail cell in
Chennai. When that case is resolved, prose-
cutors with the Manhattan district attorney’s
office hope to extradite him to face charges
that include receiving stolen property. In April,
they filed court papers asking for formal cus-
tody of Kapoor’s trove of merchandise so that
it can eventually be returned to India and other
nations. Officials are also urging unlucky
Kapoor clients to surrender hundreds of costly
treasures that they say were not his to sell.
Museums in the United States and abroad, in-
cluding institutions in Massachusetts, Ohio,
Hawaii, Singapore and Australia, are shedding
rare holdings because they came from Art of
the Past, which closed in 2012.

Kapoor, who started in the trade working
alongside his father, rejects the allegations.
His lawyer in India, S Kingston Jerold, said
his client dealt only in replicas and never ex-
ported or bought actual antiques.

It is a hard fall for a man long lauded by the
international art market. In 2009, a prosper-
ing Kapoor told Apollo magazine that his gift
to the Met - which has not been challenged as
illicit - was “my way of giving back to the field.”
Six years later, investigators say, Kapoor will
be giving back nearly everything.

For almost a millennium, priests have
climbed the ruined stone steps of the Varad-
haraja Perumal temple, in what is now the vil-
lage of Suthamalli in Tamil Nadu and entered
a moss-covered chamber where dozens of 11th-
century bronze and iron idols awaited prayers.

Balakrishnan Gurukkal, the latest in that
line of priests, trod those steps on April 14,
2008, to celebrate the Tamil New Year.
Though the site had once been a vital place of
worship, locals now favoured another temple
nearby, and Gurukkal had not been there for
months. He reached for the rusty lock on the
flimsy metal gate and found it broken.

He lit a candle and stepped inside. The idols
were gone. Within an hour, said Chelamma
Kumar, who lives beside the weed-strewn tem-
ple in a thatch hut overshadowed by a white
and lime-green water tower, “there was a big
crowd and lots of police with sniffer dogs and
all that.” The theft had occurred a bit more
than a month earlier, Indian investigators said.
Since that time, the artefacts had sped from

Suthamalli to Chennai to Hong Kong, then on
to London and New Jersey; been falsely la-
belled inexpensive handicrafts; and been de-
posited in a New York storage unit controlled
by Kapoor. Scrubbed and restored, they would
soon be displayed in his gallery, often identified
as objects from private collections.

No one really knows when the looting
Kapoor is accused of began. But India is a ripe
target: It is home to thousands of remote
shrines and archaeological sites with rare Hin-
du artefacts that sit unguarded. Vishakha N
Desai, a scholar at Columbia University who
knew Kapoor, said government officials “show
little concern for the protection of ancient her-
itage.” Representatives from the Idol Wing of
the Tamil Nadu Police Department, in Chen-
nai, which focuses on antiquities crimes, said
Kapoor was already active in 2005 when he
met with an associate, Sanjivi Asokan, at the
five-star Taj Connemara hotel there.

Indian prosecutors believe that men Asokan
hired to commit the break-ins would even
spread tales of killer bees and bat infestations
to keep villagers away from the targets. Asokan
and Kapoor would then smuggle the artefacts
out of India, police say, and send them on ser-
pentine journeys to the United States.

“The scale and brazenness of the thefts is
truly mind-blowing,”said S Vijay Kumar, a pri-

vate investigator from Singapore who grew
suspicious after noticing that Kapoor was sell-
ing an extraordinary number of rare Indian
idols out of New York. With Kumar’s help, the
Idol Wing set about matching lustrous pictures
from Kapoor’s catalogs with black-and-white
images of the Tamil Nadu statues, which had
been photographed in the 1960s by French
archivists from a scholarly institute in India.

Kapoor’s network
They saw that the objects being offered, in
many cases for millions of dollars, bore a sin-
gular resemblance to pictures of religious
icons that had disappeared from Tamil Nadu
and other sites across India. In 2009, the Idol
Wing distributed wanted posters of the stat-
ues. Soon, three burglars suspected of being
paid by Asokan were arrested with Suthamalli
statuary in their possession, police say. They
implicated Asokan (who has been charged in
India with theft and smuggling) and Kapoor.

After comparing notes with those of US in-
vestigators, Indian officials in October 2011 is-
sued an arrest warrant for Kapoor, who was
then in Frankfurt, Germany, for an exhibition,
and German officials jailed him in Cologne.
In July 2012, Kapoor, a US citizen, was extra-
dited to his homeland.
InternationalNewYorkTimes

USawaits this Indian
antiquesmuggler
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Beware!Perfectionism
maystressyouout
Concerns about per-
fectionism may lead to
stress, burnout and
potential health prob-
lems, says a study.

“Perfectionistic con-
cerns capture fears and doubts about personal
performance, which creates stress that can lead
to burnout when people become cynical and stop
caring,” said lead researcher Andrew Hill, associ-
ate professor of sport psychology at York St John
University in England.

“It can also interfere with relationships and
make it difficult to cope with setbacks because
every mistake is viewed as a disaster,” Hill said.

In this study of the relationship between per-
fectionism and burnout, the researchers
analysed the results from 43 previous studies
conducted over the past 20 years.

Concerns about perfectionism can sabotage
success at work, school or on the playing field,
the results said.

The study found that “perfectionistic con-
cerns” had the strongest negative effects in con-
tributing to burnout in the workplace, possibly
because people have more social support and
clearly defined objectives in education and
sports.

A student can be rewarded for hard work with
a high grade, or a tennis player can win the big
match, but a stellar performance in the work-
place may not be recognised or rewarded, which
may contribute to cynicism and burnout.

The study was published online in the journal
Personality and Social Psychology Review.

Spinachcancurbfood
craving inmen,saysstudy
A compound found in spinach can slow down fat
digestion, leading to reduced hunger and food
craving especially in men, a study says.

A concentrated extract of thylakoids encour-
age the release of satiety hormones, which is very
beneficial in controlling hunger.

“The reduction in hunger and the desire for
salty food that we saw might make thylakoids par-
ticularly useful for people with high blood pres-
sure and associated weight problems,” said study
co-author Frank L Greenway from the Penning-
ton Biomedical Research Center in Louisiana.

The researchers examined the effect of con-
suming a single dose of concentrated extract of
thylakoids from spinach on satiety, food intake,
lipids, and glucose compared to a placebo.

Sixty people (30 men and 30 women) classified
as overweight or obese consumed either the
spinach extract or a placebo in random order at
least a week apart.

The results showed
that the spinach extract
containing thylakoids
increased satiety over a
two-hour period com-
pared to a placebo.
There were no differences in plasma lipids and en-
ergy intake at dinner but men showed a trend to-
ward decreased energy intake.

“Thylakoid consumption may influence gen-
der-specific food craving,” the authors said.

A previous study had found that in women, a
reduced urge for sweets was significant after a
single dose of the spinach extract and the re-
duced urge for sweets was sustained throughout
the study.

Novelchiptobetter
diagnoseasthmaandTB
Researchers have developed a low-cost lab-on-a-
chip device to analyse sputum from patients with
pulmonary diseases such as tuberculosis and asth-
ma.

“To develop more accurate diagnosis and treat-
ment approaches for patients with pulmonary dis-
eases, we have to analyse sample cells directly
from the lungs rather than by drawing blood,”said
one of the inventors Tony Jun Huang, professor at
the Pennsylvania State University in the US.

“This (device) will offer quick analysis of sam-
ples without having to send them out to a cen-
tralised lab,”said first author of the study Po-Hsun
Huang from the Pennsylvania State University.

“This is the first on-chip sputum liquefier any-
one has developed so far,”Huang said.

WHAT’S THE BUZZ

Fly,minister!
Union Minister of State for
Skill Development Rajiv Prat-
ap Rudy has never hidden his
passion for flying Airbus. Till
he was inducted into the gov-
ernment, Rudy was a captain
with IndiGo on honorary basis,
often surprising his colleagues
by steering their flights. How-
ever, for any one to keep his li-
cence "current," he has to fly a
minimum number of hours in
a year and a failure to do so
would result in it getting
lapsed.

Rudy, type-A rated Airbus
A320 pilot, is now keen to re-
sume flying but cannot be in
the cockpits of private airliners.
A proposal is being worked
out, which may see Rudy don-
ning the commander's uni-
form for Air India. “It will not
be at the cost of my work in the
government,”Rudy promises.
“It can only be with the limited
purpose of keeping my flying li-
cence alive,”he says, candidly.
Shekhar Iyer, NewDelhi

BJP’s pain
There may be nothing in com-
mon between BJP MPs Sha-
trughan Sinha and Varun
Gandhi except that both the
leaders believe that their par-
ty has not put them to good
use nor given them ministeri-
al responsibilities. They have
both backed abolition of
death penalty in open defi-
ance of the BJP's line in the
wake of hanging of Mumbai
blast accused Yakub Memon.
Gandhi has, however, been
more circumspect in his views
on the BJP leadership.

On the other hand, Sinha
has not minced words on how
he feels being left out in the
current dispensation of the
BJP. Sinha has backed Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
ahead of the state polls. But
neither Prime Minister
Narendra Modi nor BJP chief
Amit Shah are in a mood to
act against them now. "As a
Bihari babu, if I don't praise
Nitish Kumar as Bihar CM,
who else will," Sinha says even
as there are many red faces in
the BJP.
SI, NewDelhi

“Growmoney”
Short of funds to pay the com-
pensation to the farmers for
their acquired land and frus-
trated over repeated agita-
tions, Uttar Pradesh officials
seem to have devised a novel
but ridiculous plan to pacify
the farmers. They are now
asking the farmers to “grow
money” on their remaining
lands. It would not only make
them rich but also enable the
officials to pay compensation
to the farmers elsewhere.

Recently, a senior govern-

ment official in UP's Shahja-
hanpur district clearly told the
agitating farmers to do so.
``You (farmers) either grow
money on your soil or do
something so that it rains
money from the skies'', the of-
ficial told the stunned farm-
ers. A video showing the offi-
cial making the remark went
viral on the social media. The
farmers' organisations are
now contemplating a bigger
agitation on the issue.
Sanjay Pandey, Lucknow

Good augury
Swift turn of events last week
in the Supreme Court
showed how robust our insti-
tution is. It was very reassur-
ing to see that the doors of
the top court can be knocked
at any hour and our judges
are ready to give hearing
when it comes to be question
of life and death.

Two different benches took
up Yakub case but there was
marked difference in their ap-
proaches. A clear disagree-
ment in judges was percepti-
ble when the two-judge bench
heard his counsel. This ulti-
mately resulted in split ver-
dict. All eyes next day were
set on hearing before three-
judge bench. The new, larger
bench was headed by Justice
Dipak Misra known for his lit-
erary references and sharp
quotes. Contrary to belief, this
bench maintained almost
complete silence during the
hearing, giving sufficient indi-
cation for lawyers and visitors
of the fate that awaited 1993
Mumbai serial blasts convict.
Ashish Tripathi, NewDelhi

“Nowork,
no pay”
Although Union Minister Ma-
hesh Sharma has retracted
from his recent statement in
Varanasi that there were sug-
gestions within the govern-
ment to bring in “no work, no
pay” system for the MPs, his
message seems to have
reached to those it was meant
for.

Congress MP Jairam
Ramesh on Sunday categori-
cally rejected the minister’s
view that parliamentarians
were not working, insisting
that the Congress MPs are
“working hard”. "We have
standing committee meetings.
I have a select committee
meeting on land bill on Mon-
day and another on health. So,
how can you say MPs are not
working?," Ramesh asked. For
now, MPs can take a sigh of re-
lief, as Union Minister of State
Nirmala Sitharaman later in
the day said there was "no
such matter" before the gov-
ernment as of now.
PrakashKumar, NewDelhi
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The Economic Survey Lauds NCDEX Karnataka Model
“In Karnataka, 51 of the 155 main market yards and 354 sub-yards have been integrated into a single licensing system. 
Rashtriya e-market Servies Ltd. (ReMS), a joint venture created by the State government and NCDEX e Markets Ltd., offers 
automated auction and post auction facilities (weighting, invoicing, market fee collection, accounting), assaying facilities in 
the markets, facilitate warehouse-based sale of produce, facilitate commodity funding, price dissemination by leveraging 
technology. The wider geographical scope afforded by breaking up fragmented markets has enabled private sector 
investment in marketing infrastructure.” 

- Section 8.5, The Economic Survey 2014 - 15
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